Prophetical Extratts, T 


INTRODUCTION. 


CONTAINING AN 


IMPARTIAL ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


PROPHETS 


OF THE CEVENNES. | 
Is a LETTER To a FRIEND. 
BY SIR RICHARD BULKELEY, 


. Together with the Remarkable iges of Lewis XIV; for 
the Interpretation of which he offered a Reward of 20,000 
Louis d'Ors, in the Paris Gazette of November 11, 2689. 


PROPHETICAL EXTRACTS. 


Da violnce alt that great ut Bufyy ton be thrown — Rev . 14. 4 


r 
=> FECT. YA 


roy. A. NN AS — . OG 
LONDON: 
Printed for G. TERRY, No 54, PaTzexxosTER-Ronw. 


(I. Ar. there. may be mutilated or ſpuricus Editions publiied ander the 
2 titler, ebe Public are regugſled to give Orders for F. erry's Verbatim 
F4 lien, 


+ 


ö 


* 
, "PEROT 0 
. * 
, 
* 
U 
— 4 - 
LY „ 
1 = 
= 
* 
—_ ” 


42 


OL 


AN 


IMPARTIAL ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


PROPHETS. 


SIR, 


OU demand of me how I came to think ſo 
favourably of the Prophets? ſince you ſay, 
you have been three or four times amongſt them, 
and met with nothing that could convince you 
they were of God. 4 anſwer thereto, I ſhall 
give you the method I made uſe of in my enquiry, 
and what reaſons I met with to determine my 
opinion. F | 
I heard it once preſſed by one of the inſpired, 


that everyenquirer after truth ought to become asa 


little child, free from all prejudice, and of a teach- 
able diſpoſition ; and I and every man muſt own, 
that none are fitly qualified to ſeek truth but thoſe 
that are ſo. » | 

This being ſo; and I perceiving in people's 
enquiries into this ſubject, every man almoſt came 
with prejudices and prepoſteſſions of his own; it 


was no wonder to me that no more met with a 


conviction; but the wonder was on the other fide, 


that ſo many did. 


For the doctrine itſelf (though evident in the 
ſcriptures) yet fo long time having elapſed, and 
©: rs LO 


* 
Wen 


«< IMPARTIAL ACCOUNT 


this promiſed kingdom of Chriſt not having con 
(though expected in the apoſtles times) has made 
many to believe it never would come; and to 
ſalve the veracity. of God, interpret the plain pro- 
miſes of it in a metaphorical ſenſe. And though 
there has been here and there an ingenious man, 
and a free thinker, that has endeavoured to reſcue 
the truth of God from theſe perverſe conſtruc- 
tions; yet, the unbelieving ſide being by much the 

majority, have determined truth, as they do 
elections, by the greater number of voices. And 
thoſe gentlemen have bore the brand (as the 
weaker ſide in opinion generally do) of being 
whimſical or mad. This I ſay has prejudiced the 
greateſt part of the clergy, and we know how far 
their leaven' prevails with the people. And then 
the very pretenſions to an extraordinary gift of the 
ſpirit of God, as in the apoſtles times, and to pro- 
phecy, and to the working of miracles, after our 
_ divines have ſo often told the people that there ; 
was no manner of neceſſity for it, nor were they 
to be expected, is what to be ſure has prejudiced - 
againſt this the majority of chriſtians, who generally, 
to ſave themſelves the trouble of thinking and 
examining, take as divine oracles, all that the 
| paſtor tells them from his pulpit. | 
When one may as well enquire, whether, 
ſince the extraordinary teaching of the holy ſpirit 
God is of ſuch exceeding, advantage to the 
church, and that the church had the gifts extra- 

- ordinary of the Holy Ghoſt for almoſt 300 years 
after our Saviour's time amongſt them, and he had 
promiſed it them to the end of the world; it was 
not their pride that contemned the plain preach- 

ing of the ſpirit, and the degeneracy of chriſtians 
chat grieved the Holy Spirit, and cauſed him to 
het r 0. | 413 r : {1-35 withdraw? 
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withdraw? And now the clergy, to have it thought 
that they are not leſs in the favour of God than the 
firſt chriſtians were, (though they have not this 
extraordinary communion with God) perſuade the 
world it is not neceſſary. But however that may 
be, it is evident by almoſt each one's behaviour, 
that prophets in theſe days are what they never 
dreamed of, and what they are unwilling to believe. 
Though. why chriſtians ſhould not have that pri- 
vilege, as well as the Fews, I cannot ſee a reaſon ; 
fince it is evident from ſcripture, that prophecy 
continued after our . Saviour's time, and is by the 
apoſtle enjoined to be amongſt the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, chiefly deſired. | 
And if this ſtate of the church's triumph is 

to come here on earth, in which the will of God - 
is to be done, as it is in heaven, as our Lord or- 
dered us to pray for, I could not ſee that any thing 
leſs than the pouring out of the ſpirit of God on all 
fleſh could bring it to that paſs. And therefore 
thought an impartial enquiry ought to be made 
into any thing that looks like a pouring out of 
the ſpirit of God; and the more fo, becauſe thoſe 
that go not forth and meet the bridegroom, when 
the cry is made, will be for ever excluded the 
marriage-tealt. | | = 

I having obſervedan error in ſome in their en- 
quiries into this ſubject, that when they had put it 
on one foot, and were preſſed with an objection 
that overthrew it there, then they went on ſolving 
this appearance on another foundation; and when 
they met with a rub on that foot, danced back to 
the firſt, and ſo deceived themſelves. 

I reſolved to take another courſe, and to ex- 
amine this appearance under all the heads I could 


pe, 
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put it, every one by itſelf which I brought to 
theſe four, viz. 


1. Contrivance, 
2. A Diſeaſe, 
3. Satanical Deluſion, 
4. Or, the Holy Spirit of God. 


And I think theſe four heads comprehend all 

the ways under which we can conſider it; ſo I be- 
n with contrivance. 

And in my enquiry on this head, I firſt ex- 
amined into the lives and characters of the perſons 
thus pretending to inſpiration; for I was certain 
that no conſcience leſs than the moſt hardened, 
could impioufly and blaſphemouſly ſet up to ſpeak. 
by the holy ſpirit of God, as the prophets. did, 
when at the ſame time he knew the contrary. 

But I found them men of ſober lives and con- 
verſations, ſuch as heretofore frequented the aſſem- 
blies for religious worſhip, men of good characters 
amongſt their neighbours; in ſhort, as far as man 
can judge (that knows not the heart) fes and 
devout chriſt ians, and to have the fear of God be- 
fore their eyes. 

then conſidered what might be = motives 
that could put men on ſuch a piece of horrid im- 
piety; and thoſe I brought to three, v/2. 


t. Ambition, 4 
2. Gain, | 7 
3. Or to ſerve our enemy by embroiling us. 


As to the firſt, I found none amongſt the in- 
ſpired (which are now above thirty that ſpeak) 


that- were ever looked on to be men of ambitious 
heads, 
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heads, that could take any great pleaſure in being 
the chiefs of a new party, or that had abilities for 
ſuch a deſign. : 

And that ſome others, not pretending to in- 
ſpiration, were the chief promoters of it under- 
hand; who had abilities I could ſee little reaſon 
for. | 

Firf, Becauſe they could never be accounted 
the chief of a new ſect that are not preachers in it, 
For the converted would be apt to reverence the 
inſtruments of their converſion, rather than a 
convert, as themſelves, though ever ſo great 
amongſt them. 

Secondly, The doctrine they teach, is the re- 
verſe of all ambitious defigns: For they teach that 
all ſhall be immediately taught of God, from the 
greateſt to the leaſt. And conſonant to this, there 
are about two hundred that have already the pre- 
vious tokens of being ſpeakers, and the number of 
them increaſe daily ; ſo that inſtead of being a ſect 
eſtabliſhed under one or two heads (who were to 
have the honour of it) it is likely to bea party of all 
heads; which, by the way, evidenced this to me, 
that unleſs they are cemented and united by the 
one ſpirit, as is pretended, they muſt of courſe 
ſoon fall to the ground. _ OO 

Thirdly, The inſtruments choſen were not 
proper for the work, for they are not crafty cun- 
ning knaves, fit to carry on a contrivance with a 
50 grace and ſecrecy, but are generally ſuch as 

ave been accounted plain, honeſt, well meaning 
people; ſome of them boys and girls, of two, four, 
eight, eleven, and thirteen years of age; ſervant- 
maids, and ſome of them very ignorant, as is evi- 
dent by their converſations; which, ifa contrivance, 
made me believe the heads not very wile, to * 
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the ſecret with ſo many, and ſuch as are ſo very 
unlikely to keep it. | 5 
Now I could not think that ſome might be 
impoſed on in this, for (as I ſhall ſhew in the ſe- 
cond head) every one that is agitated muſt either 
be over-ruled by a ſuperior power, or elſe muſt 
know that he does it of himſelf; and if ſo, then I 
muſt ſuppoſe, that of the two hundred now agita- 
ting their bodies, there was not one who had in the 
leaſt the fear of God before him, which I could 
not in chriſtian charity well allow. 

But then I confidered their ſpeeches, prophe- 
cies, and exhortations; and though I might ima- 
gine ſome of them of parts enough to frame ſuch, 
yet I am certain the greateſt part of the ſpeakers 
are not ; if ſo, then ſome wiſer heads muſt contrive 
them, and the ſpeakers learn them by heart. And 
I took the more pains to examine into this matter, 
becauſe I found all their diſcourſes, though never 
two alike, yet all on the ſame ſubject; all con- 
- formable to truth and the word of God. And 
though the ſpeakers have been of different reli- 
gions, yet nothing of their old tenets ever crept 
into their diſcourſes : But on the contrary, I have 
heard ſome of them, in their warnings, ſpeak 
againſt opinions that to my knowledge they have 
formerly embraced. This gave fome umbrage 
that they might all come from one forge. 

But againſt this, I found that every particular 
perſon ſpoke in his or her own diate, and expreſſed 
the things in the ſame terms and phraſes that he 
or ſhe at other times uſed (conformable to the 
ancient prophets, as is manifeſtly ſeen in the dit- 
ference of Jſaiab's ſtile, who is thought to be a 
prince, and that of Amos a cowherd), Now it was 


ſuch a piece of difficulty to frame two or three 
| diſcourſes 
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diſcourſes a day for each one of twenty or twenty- 
five people (for I am certain ſo many of the num- 
ber muſt want them) all in their own dialect, and 
all different, that I cannot think any two heads in 
Europe are capable to doit, 
But another difficulty was, that theſe ſeveral 
inſpired live at places remote from each other, 
and it is rare that they all meet together, except at 
their public aſſemblies; ſo I could not well con- 
ceive how theſe ſeveral diſcourſes could with 
ſecrecy be conveyed to each of them every day. 
But po al that, yet I found the capa- 
cities of moſt of the perſons as unable to learn 
theſe diſcourſes off by heart, and repeat them in 
a public aſſembly, without miſſing a word, as they 
were to frame them. 5 

Another argument againſt this was, that 
though ſome of theſe pretending to inſpiration, 
have thofe about them that narrowly watch their 
behaviour, and would be glad to find any ſuch 
thing, yet have never either caught the meſſenger 
carrying theſe diſcourſes, nor the perſons labour- 
ing at them, nor ever found any of their papers, as 
ever I could hear of. BS 

But that which is {till more againſt this, is 
the number of theſe ſpeakers increaſing ſo faſt, and 
. moſt of them having two or three, or more diſ- 
courſes every day, and all different, without the 
framers. increaſe, in like proportion, they can 
never diſpatch the buſineſs. And if the forgers 
increaſe in proportion, then are not their ambi- 
tious deſigns anſwered. 

Well, then being I could not ſee any great 
reaſon to think it was a deſign to gratify any men's 
ambition, I began to conſider whether it might 
not be done for gain; becauſe a great number of 

h | B | theſe. 
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theſe inſpired, are not in the moſt flouriſhing cir- 
cumſtances. 

But then the c was, Whence muſt the 
pay come from? For though there are ſome gen- 


tlemen amongſt them that are men of conſiderable 


eſtates, yet if they could not have an ambitious 

defign anſwered in it (as I thought it plain they 

could not), I cannot ſee to what end they ſhould 
ive away their money. 

Befides, it is no little matter will do; for 
there are already two hundred that muſt be in pay, 
and the number increaſing daily: and we cannot 
ſuppoſe that ſome of them, whto are men of buſi- 
neſs, and heretofore of credit, will forfeit all, run 
the hazard of their lives and reputations, and very 
likely of their eternal welfare, for a ſmall penſion. 
And any one will find, on a computation, that 


' 10,000). a year, divided, would be but a poor 


recompence for what they are to undergo for it. 
But from what Engliſb gentleman that 10, oool. 
muſt come, or for what purpoſe, I could not 
ſee. 

Well, then I conſidered with the mob, ſup- 


- Poſing the money come from France, or the court 


of Rome; and theſe are ſet on work to embroil 
and weaken us at this critical juncture of the 
war. 

hut againſt this, I found the principal per- 
ſons among them to be ſuch as had all their lives 
bcen looked on as lovers of their country, and ſome 


of them, ſuch as have appeared eminent in afſ- 
ferting the liberty and property of the ſubject, to 

the hazard of their lives and fortunes. Not one 
amongft them any ways inclining to popery, but 


fuch as all their lives hitherto, in their profeſſion 
of religion, had appeared the reverſe of it. 


But 
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But to be ſet on work by either of theſe 
courts, would require a prodigious ſum. For to 
be ſure theſe gentlemen, of 1, 2, 3 and 4000l. a 
year, that expoſe themſelves amongſt them, cannot 
have a leſs annual penſion than the yearly income 
of their eſtates. And if we look abroad, we ſhall 
ſee that both France and Rome may lay out their 
money to more advantage. 

Beſides, this is not a contrivance of either of 
thoſe courts, who never truſt their ſecrets ambng 
ſo many ; and I am apt to believe the court of Rome 
has found their intereſt in fomenting our diviſions 
ſo little, that they will hardly be at any great ex- 
pence to encourage them. 

But againſt both theſe heads of gain, and a 
deſign to embroil us, the ſame objections, as to 
carrying on the work, ſtarted up, as againſt that 
of ambition. So I could not perſuade myſelf that 
any of theſe three were the motives of it. 

Another argument with me againſt a contriv- 
ance, was to ſee a little girl of four years old, have 
theſe agitations very frequently, and in ſuch a man- 
ner, as I really thought not in the power of nature 
to perform. But that which further perſuaded 
me to believe them not natural, was to ſee a little 
child of leſs than three months old, (I think un- 
capable of being taught) have the like fits. 

So in like manner have I ſeen ſome poſtures 
of their bodies, ſuch as I could not ſolve by all the 


rules of mechaniſm. And what had ſome weight 


with me to think it not a contrivance, was to ſee 

1 all practiſe in private, what they profeſſed 

Ar (viz.) a zeal for God, and his holineſs 
conſtant prayer, and praiſes to him. 

But that which fully determined me in this 


point, was their predicting things miraculous to be 


B 2 wrought 
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wrought within a determined time by them; and 
that time very ſhort; and declaring to the world, 
that if the power of God does not before the 2gth 
of April next, atteſt to the work, 2 will own 
themſelves deluded. 

Theſe conſiderations made me believe, as 1 
hope they will you, that the people were in 
N and that no raſcally deſign was amongſt 
them 

Then I began to conſider, whether any diſ- 
eaſe, or power in nature, could make men thus 
ſpeak, and act. 

And in order thereto, I conſidered it under 
theſe ſeyeral heads, (viz.) 


1. Frenzy or madneſs. 
2. Enthufiaſtic melancholy. 
3- Or epileptic convulſive fits. 


And theſe, upon reading what account the 
hyficians give of them, were all I Foul conſider 
1 2 | 
The firſt, they ſay, appears with rage and fury, 
Extravagant and miſchievous in all their actions, 
and abſurd and ridiculous in every thing they 


9. 

f Therefore I could not poſſibly think theſe 

perſons ſo, becauſe they appeared at all times per- 
fectly in their right minds; always endued with 
ſenſe, and diſcretion; managed their ſeyeral cal- 
lings with the fame care they uſually did, and in 
all their actions behaved themſelves with unqueſ- 
tionable modeſty and prudence. 

"Then again the diſcaſed are always incohe- 
rent, and unintelligible in their talk, full of vanity, 
and ridiculous aeg, (as any ane may | ſoon on 

that 
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that ventures himſelf in Bedlam). The other, on 
the contrary, always appearing rational in their 
diſcourſes, and ready upon all occaſions to anſwer 
any queſtion propoſed, with a compleat and me- 
thodical anſwer ; gave me but little reaſon to ima» 
gine them ſo. . | | X 
ö So likewiſe, madneſs betrays at all times, by 
the viſage, and ghaſtly countenance, the 'diſtrac- 
i tion and fury of the mind. But I never could 
perceive the leaſt difference or alteration in the 
| complexions of the inſpired, even in their agita - 
| tions, and that ſeems the moſt likely time for it. 
Then again, madneſs is conſtantly attended 
| with a hot blood, and aquick irregular pulſe, And 
I declare, I ſeveral times (as any one might) have 
8 felt their pulſe, when in the ſtrongeſt agitations, 
(which were with greater violence than any mad= 
man ever ſhook himſelf,) and always found them 
| rather low, than high, and exactly (as near as any 
1 


one could judge) true, and regular, which demon- 

1 ſtrated to me, it was not a diſeaſe. | 
aq - And though it may be ſaid that the moſt 
| frantic have ſome intervals of rationality ; yet, 
finding the inſpired perſons not only rational, be- 
tween their extatic fits, but even in thoſe very fits 
(when they are moſtly ſuppoſed to be mad, ) to 
argue with brighter reaſon, than out of them; de- 
liver diſcourſes very elegant, and long, aſk or an- 
ſwer queſtions, with wonderful propriety and wiſ- 
dom, even exceeding their natural capacity; it 
evidently appeared to me the higheſt injuſtice in 
the world to charge them with madneſs, when 
even in thoſe extatic fits, which give the ground 
for the aſperſion, they had a greater portion of 
underſtanding and judgment, than the leaſt mad 
at the beſt interval, or any perſon that never was 
8 5 | accounted 


wo 
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accounted ſo. For I have been with them, when 
one in an extatic fit has aſked ſeveral queſtions, 
the agitations ceaſing till the perſon returned his 
anſwer: which rule and command no madman as 


ever I could hear of was capable of obſerving. 


Befides, upon a due enquiry into the cauſes 
of madneſs, as a too cloſe thinking, or impreſs on 


the mind of any miſerable ſubject, as love deſpiſed, 


or any evil feared, or poſſeſſed with; as poverty, 
ride, diſgrace, &c. I could not perceive the 


Jeaft reaſon to alledge any of theſe cauſes to the 


perſons inſpired, they being ſuch, whoſe age and 
circumſtances rendered it impoſſible, as little chil- 
dren, who know not the paſſion of love, nor once 
think of poverty or diſgrace. And'on the other 
hand the age, prudence, behaviour, and plentiful 
fortunes of the reſt, deſtroyed theleaſt ſuſpicion of 
It ; and to ſuppoſe a perſon mad without any cauſe, 
is ſuch a ſuppoſition as none but a fool (I thought) 
would lay claim to. 


Well, then I examined a little into the ſecond 


head, to wit, enthuſiaſtic melancholy, and found 
it was obſerved that they always appeared heavy, 
and thoughtful, generally full of exceeding ridi- 


culous notions in moſt things, but eſpecially of 


God, and religion, that they employed moſt of their 
time in an empty zeal for, and in the ſhadow of it; 
and therefore I met with conviction enough to ſa- 
tisfy me, that the inſpired perſons could not be 
ranked under this head, becauſe I knew ſeveral of 
them to be men of quite different diſpoſitions, 
and of a briſk lively conſtitution; and then the 
ſubject of their ſeveral warnings, or diſcourſes, 
(as any one may ſee) being orthodox and pure, 
exactly agreeable to the holy ſcriptures, and the 
beſt reaſon ; not the leaſt falſe doctrine, or erro- 
| | | neous 


: 
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neous principle taught, or enjoined ; nothing but 
purity of life and manners preſſed and inculcated ; 
was ſufficient alone to convince me that they had 
not ſuch whimſical brains. 

But beſides, when I had conſidered what phy- 
ficians ſay concerning this ſort of madneſs, it then 
ſhewed itſelf the more unlikely it ſhould be ſo. 
Becauſe, they allow it is generally occaſioned by 
over-thinking, with a previous diſpoſition of body, 
(ſeldom ſeen in men of labour and exerciſe) which 
increaſes the ſame; ſo that when their minds are 
filled with variety of thoughts drawn from ſtudy, 
or their own unſettled brain, it raiſes a vain am- 
bition of forming new doctrines, and a fondneſs of 
an intimacy or communion with God. Now, 1 
ſay, I found the inſpired of different tempers and 
conſtitutions ; that ſome of them were perſons of 
labour and exerciſe; and what was of moſt weight. 
with me, that ſeveral children (who are utterly in- 
capable of ſuch ſtudies, or of ſuch deſigning am- 
bitious reflections, and therefore impoſſible to have 
this diſeaſe,) were inſpired alſo. 

And upon enquiry into the third and laſt 
head, the epileptic convulſive fits, I found they 
were always attended with fevers, or illneſs, which 
oftentimes ſuddenly proved mortal, always have 
a diſorderly pulſe, the perſon full of pain and an-. 
guiſh, (if ſenſible at all) otherwiſe diveſted in a 
manner of life and motion, and which (if they re- 
cover) frequently deprives them of a great ſhare of 
their underſtanding they had before; ſo that here 
needed little more than mentioning them, for a 
demonſtration to me, that theſe perſons were not 
afflicted with this diſeaſe, for they conſtantly enjoy 
an entire ſtate of health, and in their extatic fits 
are as ſenſible of every word or action, ſpoke or 
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done, as out of them, their minds perfealy free 


and eaſy, their pulſe (as I ſaid before) true and 
lar, and that violent motion of body (as they 
have ſeverally affirmed to me) eaſy to them, and 
affording a de! ight. 
And indeed it muſt be ſo; for one of the in- 


ſpired ſolemnly declared to me, that in the middle 


of laſt ſummer ſhe was violently agitated, without 
intermiſſion from eight o'clock one morning, to 
two the next, and as freſh and lively when ſhe came 
out of them, as before ſhe was ſeized, which (I 
thought) nothing but a ſupernatural aſſiſtance 
could perform. 

And to aſcribe the appearances to the power 


of a heightened imagination, I thought very abſurd 


and ridiculous. For all the operations of fancy, 
(however worked up by artful motives, as charms, 
or a prepoſſeſſed promiſe of obtaining any 1 
defired,) the ſpring is the deſire of the ſoul, an 
which then raiſed to it's higheſt pitch diſcharges 
itſelf, and then languiſhes and falls. But this in 
every thing appears directly oppoſite, gradually in- 
ereaſes and riſes to more and more perfection. 
But what put it beyond diſpute was the health and 
circumſtances of the perſons, as the children who 
knew not how to work up their fancy, or have it 
worked on; but that which was more, and an un- 
doubted evident and demonſtrable proof to me, 
that it could not be fancy, was, (that ſince all allow 
it is worked up by defire of the perſon,) that 1 
knew ſeveral who carneſtly defired the agitation, 
and conſtantly frequented the aſſemblies, and yet 
have them not, and others that never defired them, 
ſearce ever ſaw them, and yet have been ſeized; 
which ſhewed there was another way of commu- 
nication. 

But 
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But the aſſertion that theſe motions are 


catching, ſeemed more ridiculous to me than the 


other, for that is ſuppoſing it ſuch a diſeaſe as the 
plague, ſmall-pox, meaſles, (which ſurely no body 
can be ſo ſenſeleſs as to affert) or elſe, that there 
are ſome ſecret particles of matter flying from one 
body to another, as is ſuppoſed in ſympathy and 
antipathy, which is what the beſt heads have left 
undetermined ; yer, this I thought we were certain 
of, that if they act at all, it was by agreement, and 
ſimilitude of parts, and if ſo, it was obvioufly im- 
poſſible for two contraries to agree, and yet they 
muſt, if it be ſuppoſed, that perſons having an 
Dh ems to any thing ſhould be affectingly ſeized 
y it. | 

Neither has yet, as ever I could learn, been 
any medicine found out in nature, that will pro- 
duce any the like appearances, without manifeſtly 
deſtroying the health, if not killing the perſon that 
took it. | 
But, I foon /olved all theſe appearances, and 
perceived the folly and unreaſonableſs of theſe impu- 
tations, by a diligent peruſal of the holy ſcriptures ; 
for, both in the Old and New Teſtament, it plainly 
appears, that there were viſible tokens of the ſpirir, 


when upon or in the prophets and apoſtles ; as che 


fpirit of the Lord came upon me, ſaid the pro- 
phet ; which ſhews the ſpirit of the Lord was not 


always upon him, and that he knew when it was, 


or was not. And the ſpirit on Sau! was ſo diſtin- 
guiſhable, that thoſe about him knew when it 
came upon him, and when it left him. Efha is 
found playing on a timbrel, to invite as it were, or 
put his ſoul into a fit frame to receive the ſpirit, 
which he would not have done, if it had been al- 
ways upon him, or if he did not know when it 
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was, or was not. And fo the ſpirit repreſented by 
a fire in David's tongue, and in Feremah's bones, 
which often forced them to ſpeak contrary to their 
reſolutions, inſomuch that they complained of an 
intolerable burthen, that they were ready to burſt 
with it till vented ; plainly indicated a power ſepa- 
rate and ſuperior to their own. 

The prophet that anointed 7ebu king, had 
ſuch viſible tokens, as made the princes that ſat 
with him, aſk what that madman wanted. But 
the LXX render it plainer in the Greek, and call 
him an epileptick man, that is, what did this 
ſhaking man want with thee, 2 Kings, chap. ix. II; 
and their tranſlation of the ix. chapter of Ho/ea, 
and the 7th verſe, is ſo plain, that the prophets 
had ſuch extatic ſhaking fits, when the ſpirit was 
upon them, that it can no way be evaded ; ſo like- 
wile Feremiab and the reſt of the prophets were 


_ eſteemed madmen by the people. Fer. ix. 26, 27. 


which conſequently implied they had ſome ſigns 
of madneſs, (and what thoſe ſigns are, moſt know ) 
and indeed, from. ſeveral paſſages in ſacred writ, 
they muſt appear ſo to a prejudiced perſon. As 
for inſtance, Saul's lying naked ; David's dancing 
before the Ark; 1/aiah walking through the ſtreets 
with his buttocks bare; Elia and the king of 
Vrael a ſhooting ; Feremiah with a yoke about his 
neck, or hiding his girdle in the rock; Ezekiel 
battering in his own dung, drawing Feruſalem on 
a tile, beſieging and railing batteries againſt it; 
and Hy/ea's marrying a common whore: I ſay 
theſe and ſuch-like, by ſome, would be thought 
mad and ridiculous, yet they were the commands 
of the fountain of knowledge, and (I do not doubt} 
carried in them ſuperlative wiſdom. | 
And not only in the Old Teſtament, but = the 
ew, 


OF THE PROPHETS, 19 


New, I found that the apoſtles, at the day of Pen- 
zecofl, were by all people ſuppoſed to be drunk. 
Now, conſidering what were the tokens of a 
drunken man, I could not reafonably ſuppoſe they 
lay under that calumny, for ſpeaking in the lan- 
guages of the ſeveral nations; for that muſt be 
the effect of learning and ſobriety. But other- 
wiſe, that the Holy Ghoſt filled them with ſuch 
joy and raptures, with ſuch viſible ſigns on their 
bodies, as a ſhaking and ſtaggering, and by the 
impulſe of the ſpirit forcing them to ſpeak with 
ſuch violence, dividing their words ſomewhat like 
the ſtammering of a drunken man. 

From thoſe conſiderations, I thought it was 
reaſonable to conclude, that every perſon ought 
to be exceeding cautious how he attributes the 
agitations or other poſtures of body of theſe in- 
ſpired perſons, under conſideration, ro madneſs, 
leſt the inſtances produced out of ſacred writ 
be liable to the ſame impurations ; for it is ap- 
parent, that whatever may be juſtly urged to ſolve 
thoſe appearances, will equally clear theſe. 

Being therefore, by the before-mentioned 
conſiderations, entirely convinced that the inſpired 
perſons were neither impoſtors, inad, nor diſeaſed, 
I then conſidered, whether, allowing them to be 
honeſt, ſincere, well-meaning perſons, they yet 
might not be deluded, and ſo this great appearance 
be only a ſatanical deluſion ; which, though molt 
commonly objected, y et ſeemed to me, upon an im- 
partial examination, to be incumbered with the 
moſt unſurmountable difficulties: For in the firſt 
Place, 

I conſidered that Almighty God had in his 
holy word declared himſelf a Being, jealous of his 
honour, and had expreſsly ſaid, That he would 
not give his glory to another. I could not there- 
2 | fore 
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fore think it reconcileable to the truth of this de- 
claration, and the notions we have of his awful 
tremendous majeſty, to ſuppoſe that he has ſo long 
permitted his declared enemy to aſſume his cha- 
racter, to ſpeak in his name, to receive the homage 
and adorations of his creatures, even thoſe very 
creatures that God himſelf has declared he made, 
to render him the tribute of praiſe and glory. 

In the next place, I conſidered the infinite 
mercy and untaxable goodneſs of God to his crea- 
tures; the many affectionate expreſſions in the 
holy ſcriptures, of the good will that God bears to 
thoſe that ſincerely worſhip and readily obey him; 


I then conſidered the conduct of the believers in 


this diſpenſation, that no worldly intereſt, no gain- 
ful proſpect, nothing but a juſt concern for the 
glory of God, and an allowable care of their ſouls, 
that were the motives that engaged them in the 
enquiry; I then conſidered the ſeveral ſteps they 
have taken in their enquiries, that they endea- 
voured by all ways poſſible to arrive at truth in 
this important affair, by weighing and impartially 
conſidering the arguments and objections on both 
fides, by conferences with thoſe friends that were 
moſt capable of giving them ſatisfaction, by an im- 
partial peruſal of the holy ſcriptures, and chiefly 
by frequently approaching to the throne of grace, 
with a teachable temper, and child-like diſpoſi- 
tion, to beg the guidance and direction of the un- 
erring ſpirit of God. When, I ſay, I had duely 
conſidered theſe things, I found it very difficult to 
allow that the God of unſpeakable goodneſs and 
mercy ſhould deliver up theſe honeſt, ſincere, 
well-meaning chriſtians, into the hands of the 
grand enemy of ſouls, to be thus deluded, and to 
ſpeak the moſt horrid blaſphemy, as muſt be al- 
lowed the ſpeaking in the perſon of God is, if what 
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is faid be not the dictates of the ſpirit of God; 
this I thought was giving a ſtone, when bread was 
aſked, and a ſerpent inſtead of a fiſh ; which, if, as 
our Saviour juſtly argues, it 1s not ſuppoſeable j in a 
mortal man to his child, I thought it muſt be a 
ſtrange prejudice, to allow that our heavenly Father 
will do it; for if we, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto our children, how much more ſhall 
our Father, which is in heaven, give good things 
unto them that aſk him. Mar. vn. 9, IO, IT. 

In the next place I conſidered, that fu 
fing that God was not jealous of his honour, and 
that it was conſiſtent with his goodnels, to deliver 
up the ſincere enquirers atter him and his ways, to 
be tools in the hands of the Devil; yet I could find 
but little reaſon to believe, that the Devil was 
now acting a part quite counter to what he has 
been doing ever ſince the foundation of the world; 
he has always made it his buſineſs to tempt and 
ſeduce mankind from the diſcharge of their duty; 
whereas, the general tenour of the warnings, eſpe- 
cially thoſe lately deiivered, have a quite contrary 
tendency; they, ina peculiar and beautiful manner, 
diſplay the kindneſs and goodneſs of God to man- 
kind; they ſet forth and ſkilfully preſs the great 
obligations that man lies under to his maker; they 
repreſent the folly and madneſs of man's affront; 
ing his God by breaking his laws; they plainly 
ſhew that man's intereſt, both temporal and eter- 
nal, is neceſſarily connected with bis duty, and 
that he cannot neglect the one without the other; 
they repreſent the baſeneſs and ingratitude of 
man's abuſing the loving-kindneſs and mercy, of 
ſo good and gracious a ether as God has been to 
man; which I conſidered was the moſt affecting 
argument of any to thoſe that have the leaſt . 
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of ingenuity left. And from the conſideration of 
theſe ſeveral arguments, forceably and pathetically 
urge a grateful return from man to ſo good and 
gracious a Father, by a ready obedience to his will. 

In ſhort, I could not but obſerve that frequent 
prayer, faſting, purity, holineſs, patience, temper- 
ance, juſtice, humility, love of God and our neigh- 
bour, an humble reſignation to the will of God in 
all things; and in ſhort, the whole ſcheme of true 
chriſtianity were emphatically enforced; which if 


. complied with, and there are the moſt preſſing ar- 


guments to enforce the practice of them, would 
neceſſarily deſtroy the kingdom of Satan ; upon 
this occaſion, I conſidered our Saviour's reaſoning 
in Luke, chap. xi. 17, &c. and could not but per- 
ceive that it wascaltogether as applicable to this 
caſe, as to that; which obliged me to take notice of 
the ſtrange prejudice of moſt perſons; who, though 
it is highly probable that the glorious kingdom of 
the Meſſiah is near approaching, as will appear by 
what I ſhall offer by and by; yet will, againft 


ſcripture and reaſon, believe that the Devil him- 


ſelf will poſſeſs the ſouls of men, and draw them 
nearer and nearer unto God, and preach up the 
pure precepts of the goſpel, perform the office of 
the forerunner of Chriſt coming in his glory, that 


he ſhall be divided againſt himſelf, and preach up 


righteouſneſs with an extraordinary force and 
energy in one place, and preach up wickedneſs in 
another; rather than believe, that God ſhould, as 
It 1s plainly intimated he would, ſend forth a 
voice to bid the world prepare for the coming of 
the bridegroom, that they might have time to trim 
their lamps, get on their wedding garments, and 
ſo go in to the W IF an the ſupper of the 


Lamb. 
I think 
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I think it not improper in this place to men- 
tion the condition of a young woman ; who having 


for ſome years been in a deſpairing condition, yet 


has, purely by attending to the diſcourſes of the 
inſpired perſons, been brought to entertain favour- 
able hopes, and comfortable expectations of the 
mercy and favour of God. 


In the next place, in order to form a true 


judgment of this matter, I conſidered what I 


could recollect from my own reading, and the 
obſervation of others, in relation to the behaviour, 


carriage, and other circumſtances of perſons poſ- 


ſeſſed by an evil ſpirit. I found that ſuch poſſeſ- 
ſed perſons were always ſpiteful and malicious to 
their neighbours, were ready to do any thing that 
might harm their ꝓerſons, or ruin their reputation 
and eſtates; and, in reſpect to their own perſons, 
that they were often flung into the dirt, thrown in- 
to the fire, and hurried to the commiſſion of ſuch 
things, as manifeſtly tended to their ruin; and that 
the things ſo by them committed, apparently 
ſhewed the nature and temper of that ſpirit that. 
poſſeſſed them ; whereas, on the contrary, the ſpirit 
that over-rules the inſpired perſons produces quite 
different effects; it is generally attended with a 
devout temper of mind, and elevation of the ſoul 
to God, an humble reſignation to the will of God” 
in all things, and a ſincere unaffected love to their 
neighbours ; and, in reſpect to the body, it leaves 
it in the fame habit and ſtate of health in which 
it found itz from whence I thought it was eaſy to 
conclude, that the ſpirit that over-ruled the in- 
ſpired perſons, was not an evil ſpirit, becauſe the 
effects it produccd were ſo very different from 


thoſe appearances that conſtantly attend the poſ- 
{ſeſſion of the Devil. 


In 
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In the next place I conſidered thoſe argu- 
ments the apoſtles urged as proofs of their own 
inſpirations ; they mention the gift of prophecy, 
the gift of languages, the gift of prayer and praiſes 
unto God, the gift of diſcerning ſpirits, and the 
miniſtration of the ſame ſpirit unto others by lay- 
ing on of hands; now it is apparent that theſe 
gifts are beſtowed upon theſe inſpired perſons ; 
if therefore we may ſuppoſe that God has given 
the Devil authority to beftow theſe gifts, what 
hinders us from believing that he may give him a 
power alſo to work miracles; and if ſo, what ſe- 
curity can we have, that any revelation which we 
believe to have been from God, is really fo; ſince, 
if we ſo readily allow that God has given the Devil 

wer to beſtow thoſe gifts juſt now mentioned, as 
proofs of, and atteſtations to, his deluſions, what 
reaſon have we to believe thar God did not give 
the Devil that power in the apoſtles' times? I con- 
cluded therefore, that it well became all perſons to 
be exceeding cautious in this matter, left, by attri- 
buting the appearances in this diſpenſation to a 
fatanical delufion, they, more than they are aware 
of, undermine the divine authority of thoſe wri- 


tings, which we believe to be, and undoubtedly 


are, the revelations of God. 

The ſeveral matters I have now mentioned 
under this ſatanical deluſion did appear to me to 
have a great deal of force; but I will confeſs to 


you, fir, that what fully determined me in this 


point, the force of which I think it impoſſible for 
any man to elude, is what I ſhall now mention, 
and ſo conclude this head. The holy ſcriptures 
in many places mention it as an attribute proper 
only to the Almighty, to know the ſecrets of men's 
hearts; and, if the ſcripture had not been ſo ex- 


pre {s 
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preſs in this particular, I could ſee but little rea- 
ſon to believe that any created being had ever en- 
joyed that extenſive privilege. Now the inſpired 
perſons all unanimouſly agree, that their mental 
prayers have been immediately anſwered by the 
mouths of others; that of this the inſtances are 
numerous, and that in ſuch particulars, as could 
ſcarce poſſibly come within the gueſs of the moſt 
ſagacious created being; nay, fir, I do affirm to 
you, that I myſelf, though not inſpired, am an in- 
ſtance of this, for my moſt ſecret thoughts have 
in various inſtances, and upon different occaſions, 
been revealed to me by ſome of the inſpired per- 
ſons; from whence I thought I might conclude, 


that if ſcripture is to be depended on, which I 


hope you do net doubt of, the ſeveral appearances 

in this diſpenſation cannot poſſibly be accounted 

for, by allowing it to be a ſatanical deluſion. 
Having thus examined into it by my reaſon, 


and finding I could not ſolve the appearance that 


way, I reſolved to bring it to the laſt and beſt teſt, 
the already revealed will of God. 

So I conſidered the doctrine taught, the ſum 
of which is this, viz. 

That God, in his love through Chriſt Jeſus, 
will reſtore to mankind what man loſt by his cor- 
ruption and degeneracy, viz. That the whole crea- 
tion ſhall appear in it's primitive beauty, and man 
regain the perfection of Adam, and his immediate 
communion with God; and that this great reſto- 
ration ſhall be brought about by the ſpirit of God 


being poured out on all that thirſt after it, and the 


wicked deſpiſers of it being deſtroyed with judg- 
ments from off the face of the earth. | 

And looking into the ſcriptures, I find it there 

ſaid, That we ſball regain in Chriſt what we loft in 

"3 | Adam. 
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Adam. And I find mighty things expected at the 
time of our Lord's being revealed from heaven; 1 
find all along in the New Teſtament, a glorious 
kingdom deſcribed, and generally called the king- 
dom of God, or the kingdom of heaven; and I 
find that this kingdom was not to take place till 
our Lord Jeſus was again revealed; and that our 
Lord taught us to pray daily for it, ſaying, Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven, which thews that it was to be a kingdom 
governed by the ſpirit of God; and that alſo in it, 
man ſhould be reſtored to his primitive purity ; 
or otherwiſe the will of God could not be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven. 

I found this glorious ſtate exactly to anſwer 
all the ancient prophecies in the Old Teſtament, 
yet unfulfilled, That thus the kingdom and do- 
minion, and the greatneſs of the kingdom under 
the whole heaven (according to Daniel, chap. vii. 
18, 2) would he given to the people of the ſaints 
of the Moſt High, and governed by the Lord Je- 
ſus. And that the bringing about this Kingdom 
by the power of God, anſwered that other pro- 
phecy in the ſame prophet, chap. ii. 34, 44, 45, 

that this kingdom of God ſhould be eſtabliſhed, 
by a ſtone cut out of the mountain without hands; 
that thus the prophecy of Joel will be fulfilled, 
that the ſpirit of the Lord ſhall be poured out on 
all fleſh. And allo thoſe prophecies that deſcribe 
a glorious reign of peace, under the Prince of 
peace; in which the lon and the lamb ſhall lie 
down together, and ſpears ſhall be beat into prun- 
ing hooks, and {words into plow-ſhares, and na- 
tion no more war againſt nation. 1/a. ii. 2, &c. 

In ſhort, I could now ſee a noble theme for 


thoſe criumphant ſongs, * the pſalmiſt, and the 
prophets, 
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prophets, celebrating the joyful reign of the Meſ- 
1 

And find how Fofbua, David, and Solomon, 
were all, in their ſeveral ſtations, types of this 
prince that ſhould fit on the throne of David; and 
how that the temple of Solomon, built without the 
noiſe of axe or hammer, was typical of this tem- 
ple of the Lord, this new JFeruſalem coming down 
from heaven, and the work of heaven alone, and 
not of the noiſy induſtry of men. 

And how that whenthe glory of the Lord filled 
Solomon's temple, and drove the prieſts out of it, 
it typified that in this new temple of God, which 
ſhould extend to the utmoſt bounds of the earth, 
the Lord himſelf ſhould be the light thereof, and 
his law writ in every man's heart, ſo that he ſhould 
have no more need to enquire of his neighbour, 
but that every man ſhould be a prieſt unto him- 
fell. | 

This will fulfil that glorious deſcription given 
by St. Peter, and St. John, of a new heaven, and a 
new earth, in which ſhall dwell righteouſneſs, and 
in which all tears, &c. ſhall be baniſhed and waſhed 
away from our eyes; and ſhew how juſt a reaſon 
the apoſtles and primitive chriſtians had to be in 
a longing, and earneſt expectation of the Lord Je- 
ſus, to be again revealed from heaven, in which 
the whole creation was to be diſburdened of it's 
curſe, and the ſons of God ſhine forth, as the ſun 
in the kingdom of their Father. 

And how we ought all to ſay with the ſpouſe 
of Chriſt, Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly. 

And that terrible judgments are to precede 
this triumphant reign of the church, I found pre- 
dicted by all the prophets that propheſied of the 
Meſſiah's kingdom; ſetting out, how he ſhould be 
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eſtabliſhed on his throne with juſtice and judg- 
ment, and how he is to tread down his enemies in 
his fury. And a very large deſcription given of 
the terrors of that day of the Lord, in which he 
ſhould viſit the earth, for the ſins thereof; and 
alſo in the New Teſtament, by John the baptiſt; 
where he ſays of our Lord, that he ſhould tho- 
roughly purge his floor, and burn up the chaff in 
unquenchable fire; and that every tree that brought 
not forth good fruit, ſhould be hewn down, and 
caſt into the fire. And by our Lord himſelf in 
that parable, that at the end of the world the an- 
gels ſhould go forth, and gather the tares from 
amongſt the wheat: and that of Enoch, how the 
Lord ſhould come with ten thouſand of his ſaints 
to execute judgment, &c. Jude 14, 15 

And, I can now ſee how all this was typified 
by the church of God, the children of Jrael being 
brought out of Egypt by a ſtrong hand, by terrible 
judgments from heaven; and that their deliver- 
ance was by thedeſt ruction of their enemies; which, 
by the way, anſwers all the prophecies, that the 
day of the Lord's vengeance on the wicked, 1s the 
time of the redemption of his choſen, fee I/. Ixili. 
4, and all the other prophecies deſcribing this day 


of terror. 


And by this pouring out of the ſpirit of God, 
and it being made evident how our Lord Jeſus, in 
this his triumphant ſtate, anſwers the utmoſt hopes 
that the Jews could have of their glorious Meſhah ; 
I can eaſily conceive how the Jews ſhall be cal- 
led, and the fulneſs of the Gentiles brought in, and 
all be made one flock, under one ſhepherd Chriſt 
Jeſus, the great biſhop of our ſouls. 

In thort, I now, ſince I have had this key, can 
ſcarce dip any where into the Old and New Teſ- 

taments, 
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taments, but I find ſomething pointing at this 
reſtitution of all things. | 

And ſince there has been a great apoſtacy 
from the chriſtian purity; and there are wars, and 
rumours of wars; and that the time 1s come, in 
which there is ſcarce faith on earth, of our Lord's 
appearance to reſtore all things, all which was to 
precede the time of his coming; I could not ſee 
any ground to conclude, why it ſhould not be now, 
as well as in the next age, or longer. 

And then finding amongſt theſe prophets, an 
extraordinary ſpirit of prayer and praiſe unto God, 
the gifts of prophecy, the gift of exhortation, the 
gift of diſcerning ſpirits, the gift of languages, and 
the miniſtration of the ſame ſpirit unto others, al- 
ready evident, and ſome earneſts of the gifts of 
healing, all which were proofs that the holy ſpirit 
gave in the apoſtles times; I durſt not take upon 
me to ſay, that this was not the cry that was to go 
forth at midnight, ſaying, Behold, the bridegroom 
cometh, go ye forth to meet him. 

But on the contrary, I think it my duty to 
make all the haſte I can, to prepare myſelf for his 
coming, that I may not have my oil to buy, and 
my lamp to trim, when I ſhould enter in with him. 

If this be not the true cry, Iam no loſer; but 
if it be, I am a great gainer. 

And though in this appearance there are ſome 
things odd, and not according to man's wiſdom ; 
yet having obſerved that the All-wiſe has at all 
times appeared in a manner different from what 
the wiſe of the world expected; and has declared 
that he will confound the wiſdom of the wiſe, and 
bring to nothing the underſtanding of the pru- 
dent; and there being ſhining evidences of it's 
being from God, I durſt not from ſome little clouds 

that 
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that now and then ſeem to our underſtandings to 
darken it's luſtre, conclude, that God was not in 
it, or take upon me, in my faint light, to determine 
what the All-wiſe and Uncontrollable will or will 
not do to us, that are worſe than the duſt before 
him. a 
Sir, you will pleaſe to pardon my freedom, 

and I hope it will by this be evident to you, that 
I have fome reaſon to think favourably of the pro- 


phets. 
Your's, &c. 


RICHARD BULKELEY. 


y— * 2 


THE 


FRENCH KING's 


D R E A M. 


AS IT WAS PUBLISHED IN THE 


PARIS-GAZETTE, 


| With his Promiſe to give 20,000 Louis d'Ors for the 
Interpretation. 


S to the certainty of the matter, that the 
French king had ſuch a dream, and that it 
really was his; there are ſeveral perſons here that 
do well remember, that they have ſeen it, as well 
as Monſieur Brouſſon tells us that it is in the Paris 
Gazette of November the 11th, 1689; and as the 
dream 
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dream is there at length, fo alſo is the . king's 
earneſt deſire to have it interpreted; and his pro- 
miſe, that he would give twenty thouſand Louis 
dOrs to any one that would give him the inter- 
pretation thereof. 

This dream is alſo inſerted in the Mercure 
Galant de France, 1689. | 


THE DREAM. 


HE king going to Marli, one of his royal palaces, 
A and falling aſleep in his coach, be dreamed, that 
he ſaw the heavens on fire, and a thick vapour 
aſcended out of the earth, out of which was formed 
a numerous army of men like blackſmiths. Their 
chief commander was mounted on a horſe half 
gray and half green, and had on a coat half gold and 
half iron, his armour was of lead, his boots of braſs, 
and his ſword of wood ; and he cried, Now we muſt 
fight, for the time is now come, that they that will not 
fight ſhall periſh. 

Aer this, the king beard two lamentable 
ſhrieks, and then ſaw an earthquake ; and all this 
mullitude of blackſmuths was ſwallowed up. 

A little while after there appeared a fine foreſt 
full of deer, aud other beaſts of game; and the king 
cried to the huntſmen who ſurrounded them, Kill, 
kill, for here is fine game. 

Hereupon be awaked, and be told his dream to 
all his court; adding, that he would give twenty 
thouſand Louis d'Ors, to know the interpretation 
thereof ; and afterwards he appeared very melancholy. 


This ſingular dream ſeems to be ſomething 
like that of Nebuchadnezzar's, ſee Dan. ii. which 
foretold the deſtruction of himſelf, his family, and 
monarchy, | | | 


An 


. 
— — 


* 
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An Account of ſeveral ſtrange PRopntcits, /elefed 
from Keacn's Antichrift Stormed, 1689. 


Mi1cnarr Saxplvoclus, 


Ty” his treatiſe printed at Cogn, 1616, ſpeaketh 


of a northern prince that ſhall ariſe of a warlike 
diſpoſition, endued with excellent virtues which 


Pi 


no monarch doth go beyond in victories or excel 


in humanity and piety, and then mercy and peace 
ſhall meet together, and peace and juſtice ſhall 
kiſs each other, truth (ſaith he) ſhall rife out of 
the earth, and juſtice look down from heaven, 
there ſhall be one ſheepfold and one ſhepherd ; he 
poſitively intimates that he ſhall arrive to a An- 


ver/al dominion. 


pn — 2 


* 2ü2ü2„%ẽ.ñH . 


ANauzrrss AuTHOR z a Book printed 1650, 
P. 9. ſedt. 14. 


I find theſe words (ſpeaking of the judgments of 


God upon Europe, for neglecting the overthrow 
of Antichriſt, ruin of Rome, and annihilation of 
the ſodomitical order of the ſociety of Jeſus, and 
in the extirpation of all kingdoms, ) are free eſtates 
of papiſts, adhering to them to make way for the 
Lion of the north to erect his fifth monarchy in the 
aſhes of Germany, wherein ſhall be eſtabliſhed mc 


eternal felicity of the church, &c. 


— 


„2 2 — 


Theſe three are Pæxbierroxs in 1639. 


N T* eagle droops, and moults his wings, 


And feud ſhall grow *twixt Northern Kings, 
Holland 
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Holland is threat'ned, Spain ſhall pine, 
And blood ſhall ſwell the river Rhine, 
When once the Orange and the Ky/e 
Unite, beware England's old foes. 

This done, no more ſhall monſtrous pride 
Triumphant over nations ride, 

The Mitre falls and ſcarce ſhall have 

A mournful tear, or certain grave. 

The Lillizs now bewail the loſs, 

And ſerve but to adorn the croſs. 

The Northern Star at laſt appears, 

And an all-conquering banner bears; 
Howl, howl ye merchants, all your deeds 
Shall now receive their worthy meeds. 


33 


T ran/lated out of French iu the Tear 1668. 


ITH headlong ſpeed, that juncture 


advance, 


Wherein the Royal Seat and State of France, 


doth 


The Pope, Priefts, Maſſes, Images, Saints, Shrines, 
And what with theſe againſt heaven's will com- 


bines, | 
By divine juſtice, ſhall to run fall. 


I much miſtake, or ſome angelical 
Spirit theſe verſes did ſuggeſt, 
Whilſt in the morning ſleep I took my reſt. 
I God to witneſs call, and his heavenly hoſts, 
I ſaw indeed, or at the leaſt ſuppos'd, 

I ſaw an angel who did ſhew to me 
In a fair written table this ſame prophecy. 


This 


— 
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This remarkable one is fran/cribed by Pakxxus ir 
his Expoſition of the Revelations. 


Prince ſhall rife out of the nation of the moſt 

illuſtrious ſon ; having a long forehead, lofty 
eye-brows, long eyes, and an bawk noſe; he ſhall 
draw together a great army, and ſhall ſlay all thoſe 
who fly from his face, and hide themſelves in the 
mountains and caves; he ſhall be married to juſtice, 
as the bridegroom; he ſhall deſtroy and burn 
Rome and Florence with fire; he ſhall put to death 


the higheſt prelates of the clergy, who have 


uſurped Peier's feat; and many other things he 
ſhall do. 


A Predifion of GEORGE WITHERS, 1689. 


HERE will to thwart your pes a new ſtar 
blaze 

Within the weſt, that ſhall the world amaze, 

And influences through the univerſe, 

So quickly and prodigiouſly diſperſe, 

That aided by concurrent conſtellations, 

It ſhall have ſome effects upon all nations, 

And cauſe ſuch changes, as ſhall make a ſtand, 

In their attempts which they may have in hand. 


Wm. Law, 1754. 


The following Paſſages, taken from the late Wu. 
Law, may be conſidered as a Prophetic Teſtimony. 


ay ns 454 the approach of the Great 
Day—near it certainly is, though it may 


not be ſtrictly according to the ſcripture-ariibme- 
lic, 


＋ 
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tic, and calculations, which have been preſented to 
the public. That the /even-tbouſand!th year is but 
a little way off is undeniable; and it may be af- 

a firmed upon ſufficient ground, the /i days crealion 
will laſt no longer than till it comes. 

And though the /cripture-prophectes, figures, 
and numbers are certainly intended to point out the 
time, yet I am apt to believe, that the Meſſenger of 

Ji | God, (whether one or more) who, as a forerunner, is 
to proclaim this time, will not be left to take his 
proof from hem; but be as much an original in his 
way, as any of the prophets of old were; and though 
he may no more work any outward miracles than 
John the Baptiſt did, yet he will come burning and 
ſhining in ſuch a light of divine diſtinction from 
all others, as may anſwer in the ſpirit to that which 
was formerly done in the fleſh, when the blind ſaw, 
the deaf heard, the lame walked, the dead were 
raiſed, and to the poor the goſpel was preached. 


„ — 


— — — — 


* 


The PRopnEcY concerning the dreadful DEAD-MAN, 
originally written in Greek Characters, and firſt 
printed in the Year 1588, in Harvy's Proble- 
matical Diſcourſe. | 


HEN Heu and E is come and gone, then 

take heed to yourſelves; for three years 

war ſhall never ceaſe; that you will wiſh your- 

ſelves under the earth: mark well that, after E is 

come and gone, then cometh England to deſtruc- 

tion by ſeven kings; as the Emperor, the French 

King, the Scots King, the Danes King, the Spaniſh 

King, the Roman, the King of Swethland: God ceaſe 
it at his will, and after that ſhall come a Dreadful. 

; E 2 | Dead- 
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Dead-man, and with him a royal V, on the beſt 
blood in the world, and he ſhall have the crown, 
and ſhall ſet England on the right way, and put 
out all hereſies. | 


LiLtLy's OBSERVATIONS. 


This Prophecy ſeems to aim at the ſame thing as the 
Prophecy of the White King did ; for 


The White King and Dreadful Dead-man 
appear to be all one. 

The Chicken of the Eagle, and he coming 
with the Dead-man, are one, v/z. the one is the 
Chicken of the Eagle, or well deſcended; the other 
is faid to be a royal Y of the beſt blood in the 
world. 

The Chicken of the Eagle pacifieth the Bri- 
tains. | 

The Dead-man's aſſiſtant ſets England in the 
right. 

So that it ſeems he foreſaw that England and 
Britain ſhould be all one, and that the king of 
England ſhould be king of Britain. 

If ever either of theſe prophecies prove real, 
into what a miſerable condition will the Dead-man 
plunge himſelf; that wilfully plodding with ſeven 
ſeveral nations for the deſtruction of Eugland, thall 
never live to ſee his malice executed, but ſhall die 
in purſuit of his malice, and loſe both life and 
kingdom, and perhaps to his everlaſting infamy it 
will be recorded: then all the people of the land 
rejoiced, and the city was quiet, after they had 
ſlain the Dreadful Dead-man with the ſword, 


The 
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The PRroPntcy of SIBYLLA TIBURTINA, found in 
the Tear 1520, in Swilzerland, engraven on a 
Marble Stone, 


Star ſhall ariſe or appear in Europe over the 

Iberians, towards the great houſe of the 
north. | 
Whoſe beams ſhall unexpectedly enlighten 
the whole werld. | 

This ſhall be in a moſt defired time, when 
mortal men being weary of arms, with joint con- 
ſent embrace peace. 

Certainly it will be long contended with a 
ſtrong hand, to whom the rules of government 
ſhall be committed, during the occaſion of a long 
interregnum, or vacancy of a governor. 

At length a family of ancient deſcent pre- 
vails, and will goon in a courle of war until con- 
trary fates reſiſt his fortune. 

For almoſt at the ſame time that this ſtar is 
ſunk down, a light as ancient as the former, or of - 
the ſame age, burning with far more eager flames 
of war, ſhall ſhut up his government to the coaſts 


of the antipodes. | 


France ſhall firſt be yoked by this king or 
prince. 


Britain ſhall humbly in ſhips caſt herſelf at 


his knees. 


Italy pauſing with great deliberation upon 
high enterprizes, will contribute to him her lan- 
guſhing right hand. 

But this very light ſhall hide itſelf in the 
clouds of the gods long before his time with the 
mighty deſire of mortal men. 

. Which 
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Which being extinguiſhed, and after the 


threatenings of the gods, bloody comets, fiery face 


of heaven, there ſhall then be no more ſafety any 
where. | 

Until the firmament of heaven with it's living 
creatures and juſtling planets in their contrary 
courſes do ſlide away or be deſtroyed. 

Each orb ſhall contend with another, the 
fixed ſtars ſhall overgo the wandering planets, the 
ſeas ſhall equal the mountains. 

To conclude, all theſe things ſhall come to 
paſs, night, deſtruction, ruin, calamity, and eternal 
darkneſs. 


LIIIx's PARAPHRASE, 1644. 


The author of this prophecy was Sibylla Ti- 
burtina, the laſt of thoſe ten Sibylls which the an- 
cients had in ſuch eſteem, of whom LaAantins and 
St. Auguſtine make mention; ſome late authors have 
recounted more, v/z. Sibylla Europæa, and Agrip- 
pina; but I have ſeen as yet none of their works: 
at what time our Si] lived it doth not appear; 
this prophecy was diſcovered by the force of a 
violent flood waſhing away the earth in the year 
I 520, in Switzerland; it was much eſteemed, and 
a copy hereof was preſently tranſmitted to Rome, 
and ſeveral expoſitions framed, ſome fanſying 
Charles the fifth, others Philip of Spain, ſome the 
king of France, all ſhot beſide the mark, the 
perſon ſhall not be of any of thoſe nations, he 


ſhall be of a more obſcure and remote country: I 


look to err myſelf, yet perhaps my arrow will fall 
near the mark, I would not hit the white. The 
illuſtrious Tycho repeats this prophecy, and faith 


it was worthy of obſervation, but gives no com- 


ment. | 
At 
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At my firſt entrance I find ſome obſtruc- 
tion in the word Sidus, which naturally ſignifies a 
fign in heaven conſiſting of many ſtars, or a con- 
ſtellation of many joined to, or near together, and 
not properly one ſtar, which ,is uſually expreſſed 
by Sella, à flando ; if this be the meaning of the 
word Sidus, the propheteſs tells us, that in the lat- 
ter days there ſhould ariſe a people or ſtate inha- 
biting near the fartheſt northern habitable part of 
Europe: ¶ Tycho thought the Veri herein mentioned 
to be thoſe which inhabit northward towards Mu/- 
covia, to be the people intended by Sibylla; ) that 
they, I fay, and their armies ſhould upon a ſudden, 
hen leaſt ſuſpected, give cauſe of wonder all over 
the world: or let us conceive that Si intended 
there was to come a King born very far northward, 
that by his own perſonal valour and atchievement, 
and of his officers at home and abroad ſhould bring 
the world in ſuſpence of his ſucceſs, and that this 
prince ſhould be fore-ſhewed to the world long 
before his coming by ſome comet vertical eſpe- 
clally to that continent. 

But this man, or people's coming, or firſt ap- 
pearances ſhall not be abſolutely in a time of war 
or peace; it ſhall be, when almoſt all nations wearied 
with either forcign or domeſtic war, ſhall unani- 
mouſly be deſirous of peace; the truth is, it will be 
when, as moſt nations have ſo weakened themſelves, 
they can reſiſt no longer; then this nation, or this 
king, lurking and catching advantage all the while, 
ſhall firſt manifeſt their intentions. The certain 
year cannot be known, but here is light given 
whereby it may more caſily be diſcerned, that the 
firſt appearance of this flaſhing ſtar ſhall be im- 
mediately after the deceaſe of ſome principal king, 
and before the acceſs of another to the crown; 

| that 
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, 


that is in the vacancy of a governor or monarch; 


in which time there will be ſome buſtling who 
ſhall rule ; the government at laſt, ſhe faith, ſhall 
be poſſeſſed by the offspring of the moſt ancient 
lineage; which will not reſt contented with one 
crown, but will proceed to further trouble, until 
they find themſelves cut off by a ſtronger hand, fo 


that the pretender and his offspring and family are 


cut off; whenever this is, and it will not be long 
in doing, there ſtarts up a progeny as ancient as 
the former, and he makes work to purpoſe, viz. 
more fierce and cruel wars than his predeceſſor, 
and enlarges his confines to the borders of the 
Antipodes; whereby is meant, he conquers many 
nations, and wherever he ſets footing with his 
army; bur we are given to underſtand, that before 


he makes ſuch victorious excurſions, he ſhall yoke 


and ſubdue France; and that Britain fhall humbly 
crave his aſliſtance; as alſo /taly taking things 
ſomething ill, miſtruſting and envying this ſtar's 

reatneſs, will lend him ſmall aſſiſtance, &c. for 
the Jlalian had rather himſelf attain this honour, 
bur ſhall not. To proceed; this glorious ſtar, that in 
a moment fills all kingdoms of Eyrope with admi- 
ration and expectancy, before his natural time 
ends his days, leaving ſuch a fame behind him as 
few ſhall ever attain the like. After the extinguiſh- 
ment of this light or a ſecond Alexander, ſhe ſaith 
there will be many prodigies in the air, &c. and 
that the planets ſhall move in a contrary courſe 


or irregularly ; that is, all the world again ſhall _ 


beſtir themſelves, ſo that no ſafety of perſon will 
be any where; one king or prince ſhall quarrel 
with another, and every one fhall do things con- 
trary to law, juſtice, and reaſon, and take quite 


contrary courſes to precedents of former times, 
| | every 
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every man ſhall be in action one againſt another; 
but ſee the iſſue of this diſſention, the fixed ſtars 
in their motion ſhall outgo the planets, (a thing 
in nature impoſſible ;). the planets have the repre- 
ſentation of kings, governors, rulers, gentry, 
nobility, &c. the fixed ſtars being in number 
many, have naturally the fignification of the com- 
mon Lare ; the motion of the planets is exceed- 
ing ſwift, of the fixed ſtars very flow; now if it 
happen the fixed ſtars or commonalty in virtue 
and goodnels, or in motion, overrun the planets in 
their courſes, or outſtrip the gentry in power or 
virtue, then judge the event ; but ſuch a thing ſhall 
aſſuredly come to paſs, the ſenſe is twice reiterated, 
the ſeas ſhall be equal with the mountains, the 
ſea is the people, mountains are kings and rulers; 
this is an advantageous admoniſhment to the mo- 
narchs, nobility, and gentry of Europe, to be juſt 
and loving to their ſubjects, ſervants, and tenants, 
to live virtuouſly, and to be a light or candle al- 
ways ſhining before the eyes of their people, that 
they beware of private difſentions, leſt they there- 
by diminiſh their power and authority, for you may 
ſee the common people ſignified by the fixed ſtars 
and the ſeas will at length take hold of it, and en- 
deavour to procure the reins of government to 
themſelves and into their hands; when theſe things 
come to paſs, a world of miſchief follows, and long 


it will be ere the miſery, that war brings upon the 


world will be repaired ; theſe things, ſaith Sila, 
ſhall ſurely come to paſs, and then is night, de- 


ſtruction, &c. I have ſeen ſome Enxgliſb prophe- 


cies intimating as much to happen in England; 
one whereof ſaith, when the ſea ruleth all the land, 
farewel the mirth of merry England: the ware ſhall 
break her halter. Mt | 


F  AccoM- 
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AccoMPLISHMENT of DanIEL's PRoPHEcy. 


"IHE taking away the daily ſacrifice, by re- 
moving the pure goſpel worſhip of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, took place at the end of the reign of 
the forty- fifth biſhop of Rome, when Pope Sim- 
Plicius, contrary to the peaceable ſpirit of che goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, called to his aid the kings and 
princes of Italy, in order to eſtabliſh the errors of 
that wicked church by fire and ſward, and that 
antichriſtian beaſt Simplicius idolatrouſſy placed 
his own abominable portrait in the churches ; at 
the ſame time broached his own infalli- 
= — Aun. Dom. 467 
From the taking away the daily 

ſacrifice, when the power of the beaſt 

ceaſes, — — — F 
| « Bleſſed is he that waiteth ane 
cometh to 1335 days“ (which is 45 1757 
more than the 1290, and is typical of 


the time of the full completion of the 
firſt redemption from Egypt, before they 


were peaceably ſeated in the promiſed 
land, and alſo of the 45 biſhops of Rome 


before the daily ſacrifice was taken away. 45 


When the great change, ſignified by | 1802 
Daniel, will take place in all nations, and 
Jeſus Chriſt be acknowledged the only 
'God and King both of heaven and of 
earth. | 


I II 


8 n 


__ 


| Nixox, 1467. bl Þ 


* ENTY hundred horſes ſhall want maſters 
Lill their girts rot under their bellies. 
| Through 
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Through our own money and our own men 

Shall a dreadful war begin. 

Between the fickle and the ſuck 

All England ſhall have a pluck ; 

And be ſeveral times forſworn 

And put to their witts end, 

That it ſhall not be known, whether to reap 
their corn, 

Bury their dead, or go to the field to fight. 

A great ſcarcity of bread corn. 

Foreign nations ſhall invade England with ſnow 
on their helmets, ö 

And ſhall bring plague, famine, and murder i in 

the ſkirts of their garments. 

A great tax will be granted, but never gathered. 

Between a rick and two trees 

A famous battle fought ſhall be. 

London-ſtreet ſhall run with blood 

And at laſt ſhall fink, | 

So that it ſhall be fulfilled, | 

Lincoln was, London is, and York ſhall be | 

The fineſt city of the three. | 

There will be three gates to London of roy ton 
men for cowſters ; 

Then if you have three cows at the firſt gate, ſell 
one and keep thee at home; 

At the ſecond gate ſell the other two, and keep 
thee at home; 

At the laſt gate all ſhall be done. 

When ſummer in winter ſhall come, 

And peace is made at every man's home, 

Then ſhall be danger of war, | 

For though with peace at night the nation ring, 

Men ſhall rife to war in the morning. 


F 2 There 
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There will be a winter council, a careful Chriſt- 
mas, | 

And a bloody Lent. 

In thoſe 0G there ſhall be hatred and blood. 
ſhed, 

The father againſt his ſon; and the ſon againſt his 

father, 

That one may have a houſe for lifting the latch 
of the door. 

Landlords ſhall ſtand 

With hat in their hands 

To deſire tenants to hold their lands. 


Great wars and preſſing of ſoldiers, 


But 2 laſt clubs and clouted ſores ſhall carry the 
Ye 

If will be good in theſe days for a man to. ſell his 
goods, and keep cloſe at home. 

Fhen forty pounds in' hand 

Will be better than forty pounds a year in land. 

The cock of the north ſhall be made to flee, 

And his feathers ſhall be plucked for his pride, 

That he ſhall almoſt curſe the n that he was 


born. 


One aſked Nixon where be might be Kat . thoſe 
days; be anſwered, In G9a's We between vo river: 
Merſey and Dee. | an 


Scotland ſhall ſtand more or leſs, | 

Till it has brought England to a piteous caſe. 
The Scots ſhall rule England one whole 7 8 
Three years of great wars, | 

And in all countries great uproars. 

The firſt is terrible, the ſecond worle, but the 
third unbareable, three great battles. 

One at Northumberland bridge, 


One at Cumberland bridge, 
| | | And 
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And the other the ſouth ſide of Trent. 

Crows ſhall drink the blood of many nobles, _ 

Eaſt ſhall riſe againſt Weſt, and North againſt 
South 


Then take this for good, 
Noginſhire mill ſhall run with blood. 


Fi i „ 3 — * * — Rad — * * — 


Dr. HENRY More, 1710. 
His wonderful Prediction of the Character of that 
Spirit of EL14as, that is to renew the World. 


a HAT it's doctrine muſt be thar of caſting 
away all corruption, inſincerity, and hypo- 

criſy, (Mal. iii. 1, 2, 3.) declaring againſt all diſ- 
tortion, or perverſion of the ſimplicity of chriſtian 
truth by proud or politic perſons. (Iſai. xl. 3, 4, 
5.) Which will be no /e&arian ſpirit, to rend and 
tear, but a reconciling ſpirit to folder together the 
affections of men, (Mal, iv. 5, 6. Rev. xvi. 16. 
Matt. xvii. 10, 11.) Which will neither abrogate 
what is authentic, nor introduce what is new; but 
be a reſtorer only of what uſeful truths and prac- 
tices may ſeem to have been loſt in the long delapſe 
of ages. (1 Kings xviii. 18, 19, &c. Mat. ili. 3.) 
And perhaps of ſuch clear and plain principles as 
may ſolve the moſt concerning difficulties that 
human reaſon is ſubject to be entangled with. He 
is that voice in the wilderneſs, © Prepare ye the 
* way of the Lord, and make his paths ſtrait:” 
That He ſhall be of a ſpirit ſeparate from the 
world, and untainted and unſophiſticated by the 
unwholeſome converſe of men: that this Spirit 
will appear rough and rude to the world; becauſe 
it will fo freely and impartially reprehend the 
| world, 


1 —— . 
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world, and declare the truth in all plainneſs and 
ſimplicity of heart; with an holy boldneſs and 
undauntedneſs of courage to witneſs to the truth, 
and a rouſing of men out of a falſe ſecurity from 
external or carnal reſpects, as did the Baptiſt, the 
Sadducees and Phariſees ; (Rev. xi. 10.) with a 
vehement jealouſy in behalf of the purity of God's 
worſhip, againſt all polytheiſm and idolatry; and 
uſing only the power of the ſpirit from on high 


_ to oppoſe all weapons of any carnal warfare.” 


—— — 
Ix" TT b 4 did. 4 P Re 3.4. 4 
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Jonx ExcETBRTCHT's 


Life and Writings, from the laſt Edition of his 
Works, EY, 


OHN.ENGELBRECHT was born at Brun/- 
wick, of chriſtian parents, upon Eaſter-Sunday, 
in the year of our Lord 1599. His father's name 
was George Engelbrecht, by trade a taylor; and 
his mother's Alice Dinnemann, a native of the city 
of Brunſwick, His mother died ſoon after ſhe had 
been delivered of him : and thus, from his ſecond 
year, he had a mother-in-law ; who, by prayer, 
kept him as cloſely to the fear of God, as his father 
did to ſchool ; where, however, he ſcarcely made 
ſo much proficiency as to be able to read a goſ- 
pel, and to write his own name. Neither, for want 
of time, was he able to read a great deal in books; 
having been kept cloſe and tight to manual labour. 
After this, he was put out apprentice to a clothier, 
and worked at it for a while, as a journeyman. 
But he was a ſorrowful and dejected man 
from his youth up, ever dragging on a life 1 
| ter 
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tered with a pungent ſenſe of ſoul's anguiſh, grief, 
and terrible apprehenſions, on which account he 
was incapacitated from exerciſing and making any 
conſiderable uſe and advantage of his trade : bur 
he was daily moved to call upon God for the com- 
fort of the Holy Ghoſt. Nay, the anguiſh of his 
ſpirit roſe often to ſuch a pitch, that he did not 
know what to do with himſelf on that account; 
and would fain have put an end to his own life 
ſeveral times, had not God prevented it. And 
what greatly tended to enhance this grief and diſ- 
treſs of his was, that nobody was able, by any 
thing they ſaid, to adminiſter the leaſt degree of 
comfort to him; and almoſt every body made a 
laughing-ſtock of him, for giving way to ſuch 
ſtrange and whimſical conceits. He went dili- 
gently, every day twice at leaſt, to church; but 
this proved of as little avail to him as any thing 
elſe: it rather helped the more to draw upon him 
the laughter and the mockery of his fellow work- 
men, for his keeping ſo much to church, and at a 
diſtance from them; nor ever frequenting any 
ale-houſes, or clubs of this kind. On which ac- 
count he leſt off working with his maſter, and got 
a hard livelihood indeed in his own houſe, by 
ſpinning gf wool for the clothiers: during which, 
he muſt have often died for hunger, had not God 
ſupported him ſupernaturally. This, and his other 
ſpiritual grief and diſtreſs, compelled him to fall 
down upon his knees five times every day, for 
half an hour together; in order to beg of God to 
give him the (true) faith and a happy end. 

| On Friday before the ſecond Sunday in Ad- 
vent, 1622, à very great dejection and ſorrowful- 
neſs ſeized upon him whilſt he was at St. Catha- - 
ine 's Church in the afternoon; occaſioned in part 


by 
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by his having obſerved ſo few people at church, 
and that nobody ſeemed to have any true delight 
in the word of God. No fooner was he come from 
church but he took directly to his bed; and then 
contracted ſuch an abhorrence for all eating and 
drinking, that he was not able to get any thing 
down, no, nor to keep it in his ſtomach had it 
been there: and yet he did retain the holy ſupper 
of the Lord, which he received feveral days after- 
wards, In the mean time his anguiſh and pains 
became fo great and violent as to extort cries from 
him loud enough to alarm and bring the ncigh- 
bours in to him; who, together with his father, 
falling down upon their knees, prayed to God on 
his behalf: and the ſame was alſo done through- 
out the whole city, from the pulpits. At length, 
amidſt ſtruggles and conflicts with thoſe deſpairing 
thoughts, which the devil injected and ſuggeſted, 


and by which he tempted him in reſpect to his 
 falvation, and amidſt hearty ſigbings and aſpira- 


tions to our Redeemer; he died the following 
Thurſday noon about twelve o'clock, gradually 
from the inferior to the ſuperior parts of his body, 
and ſo of his ſenſes too upwards; till, about twelve 
o'clock at midnight, his hearing, as the laſt of his 


ſenſes, failed him likewiſe. 


Here, it ſeemed to him, as if he had been 


taken up with his whole body, and carried away 


t i more {wiftneſs than that of an arrow ſhort 
out of a bow; when his ſoul came in a moment 
before hell, and into heaven. Before hell he ſaw, 
and had a ſenſible diſtinct perception, in the ſpirit, 
of a dreafully great and thick darkneſs, and of an 
unparallelled hideous, bitter ſmoke, vapour, exha- 
lation, fume, and ſtench. He alſo heard, amidſt the 
darkneſs, inexpreſſibly ugly, hideous voices, cry- 
Y ing 
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ing out loud, . Wo unto us! O ye hills!” &c. 
Moreover, many thouſand devils encompaſſed and 
attacked him, and would fain have had him along 
with them into hell. But he, in ſpirit and faith, 
berook himſelf for refuge to the love of the hea- 
venly Father, and to the ſatisfaction Jeſus Chriſt 
has made by his blood. Whereupon the darkneſs 
diſappeared, the ſtench went off, and the voices 
were huſhed and gone; and then the Holy Ghoſt, 
putting him into a golden chariot, conducted him 
into the reſplendent light of the divine glory. 
Here then he eſpied, in ſpirit, on the other hand, 
a great light and luſtre; he ſaw the choirs of the 
holy angels, prophets, and apoſtles; heard them 
ſinging and playing, around the throne of God, 
with heavenly muſic and voices; and ſmelt an 
odour charming, agreeable, and lovely beyond all 
meaſure and deſcription. And in heaven he re- 
ceived a commiſſion, or meſſage, brought him by 
an holy angel, to return back again into the world, 
and to declare to the people what he had /eer 
and heard before hell and in heaven; the former 
by way of warning to the wicked, and the latter by 
way of comfort to the affiiJed. Moreover, his 
intellectual faculty was ſo illuminated, as to un- 
derſtand the whole Bible at once: and it was withal 
very particularly and preciſely ſignified to him, 
what a carnal, dry, and merely /c/entific knowledge, 
and hypocriſy, there is in the moſt of mankind; 
and what he was. principally to tell them, under 
the penalty of forteiting his own happineſs, if he 
did not. 

Upon this he was re- conducted out of the re- 
ſplendent luſtre. And to him it ſeemed, as if he 
had been replaced with his whole body upon the 
very ſpot he had been taken from; beginning firſt 
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of all to recover his hearing again, ſo that he ac- 


tually heard the by-ſtandelts then praying in the 
room. Thereupon he to have a feeling of 
his eyes, and ſo allo of the other ſenſes and parts 
of his body, from thoſe that were ſuperior to thoſe 
that were inferior downwards; into which life 
thrilled again, and diſcovered itſelf gradually 
within the ſpace of twelve hours; in the very 
ſame manner wherein he had Joſt it within the 
ſpace of twelve hours before. Immediately upon 
the feeling of his feet, he got up from his bed, 
and was far more vigorous and ſprightly than he 
had ever heretofore been in all his life: he would 
have alſo fain gone out, in order forthwith to 
ſignify. to the preachers, or miniſters, what had 
befallen him: but this the people, that were about 
him, oppoſed; they being under the higheſt aſto- 
niſhment at this event, and quite at a loſs what 
to think or make of the whole affair. Therefore 
he ſent for his confeſſor, who was in no leſs admi- 
ration. than the reſt had been. With him there. 
fore he immediately made a beginning, without 
any further ceremony, of faithfully putting the 
commiſſion of God into execution and practice : 
repreſenting to him how wicked the preachers, or 
clergy, were, and exhorting to repentance. The 

miniſter, acknowledging it to be a work of God, 
makes the following reply: We are poor weak 
fleſh and blood, may God convert us!” And in 
the very ſame manner, and from that very hour, 
he exhorted all others likewiſe, who came to him, 
unto a ſerious repentance and amendment of their 
lives. For this occurrence was ſoon publiſhed 
abroad amongſt the neighbours ; who of courſe 
flocked thither to him immediately, and then 


again propagated the ſtory farther ſtill from one 
| to 
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to another. Moreover, hecauſe in a few days af- 
terwards, the preachers had made mention of it 
from the pulpit, and given it out as a work of God, 
it became known throughout the whole city: which 
drew the people in ſuch flocks to him, that many 
of them were forced to remain out of doors, and 
to ſtand before the windows in the ſtreet. He 
addreſſed them all in a very pathetic manner from 
the ſcripture; ſetting heaven and hell, from his 
own perſonal knowledge and experience, before 
them; which all this, in conjunction with the 
ſtench of hell, that had been ſmelt at his bed-ſide, 
gave full atteſtation to. And in ſuch a way as 
this he went on day after day, from morning early till 
late at night, without being in any the leaſt degree 
impaired or weakened in his body; (which, by the 
way, is another ſtrong confirmation of the reality 
of that which had befallen him) notwithſtandin 
that he had neither eaten nor drank any thing unti 
the ſixth day after his ſickneſs; nor had he any 
ſleep at all for nine whole months ſucceſſively. 
During the night-ſeafon, he ſung the fineſt ſpiri- 
tual hymns. For one and forty nights he heard the 
muſic of heaven, which alſo a pious widow (whoſe 
name was Schumann) once heard and attended to 
at the ſame time with himſelf; and he ſtruck in 
with it. Not to fay any thing further how he 
has been frequently ſupported for eight, twelve, 
thirteen days; for three, ay, fix weeks together, 
without any victuals and drink, merely by the 
power of the Holy Ghoſt, who fed him with celef- 
tial food, | 
But whereas, amidſt ſuch circumſtances as 
theſe, he ſtill continued the courſe of talking fo 
much inceſſantly by day, and ſpending the might 
abſolutely and entirely without any ſleep, to pro- 
| G 2 mote 
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mote and bring on which all medicines had been 
applied in vain; therefore, out of a ſuperfluous 
and needleſs fear of his running mad, nobody was 
admitted to him any longer, and they ſhut up his 
houſe. Then God ſent an holy angel to him, with 
a charge, that now, ſeeing matters were come to 
this paſs, and were as they were, he ſhould go to 
every body, who deſired to have him, not ſuffering 
himſelf to be obſtructed in making known and 
ſpreading abroad the glory of God. Likewiſe 
the angel warned him againſt certain par/:iculars, 
which he was to give eſpecial heed to. Likewiſe 
ſeveral of the clergy, or preachers, gave him a 
particular admonition to tell people what had been 
revealed to him ; as they themſelves were alſo not 
deficient in publicly recommending from their 
pulpits. his call, commiſſion, and charge ; and the 
neceſſity and importance of it's being duhy attended 
to. They allo brought ſeveral perſons of eminence 
and diſtinction to him, and were, together with 
many others, his friends and benefaQors. Thus, 
then, many ſent for him to their houſes, where 
they aſſembled together in great numbers, being 
alſo much affected and moved by his narratives 
and repreſentations. 

Now, ſome happening in their ſimplicity to 
ſay, that they were able to conceive a better un- 
derſtanding of the word of God from him than 
from the preachers; theſe laſt took it into their 
heads to be jealous, as if heir function fell into 
contempt by ſuch a way of ſpeaking as this. 
Thus, then, they ſummoned him before their col- 
loquium, or conference; ſtrictly enjoining him to 
hold no more diſcourſes with the people out of 
the word of God, as it had a tendency io bring the 
miniſterial function into diſrepute and . 
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His buſineſs only was to tell them what might 
, poſſibly be revealed to him, when they would be 
ſure to deliver it to their hearers again: he him- 
ſelf ſhould ſtick cloſe to his own trade. To which 
he made anſwer, that he muſt needs obey God 
rather than man. But the clergy then conteſted 
his vocalion itſelf, taking it into their jealous pates, 
that he did not give them ſufficient reverence and 
honour; ſecing that he quite inadvertently had, 
on account of the cold, kept himſelf covered in 
their preſence; and whereas, upon their {mart 
reprimand given him on that behalf, he 1axed 
them with ambition, &c. they broke out into a 
downright rage and paſſion againſt him. And 
thus the clergy, having taken it at length into 
their heads, whether the whole affair with him 
might not at laſt prove to be a work of the devil, 
perſuaded one another to warn every body againſt 
him from the pulpit, as a falſe prophet, and an 


heretic: which alſo the Sunday following they 
aQtually put into execution. In conſequence of 


which, the controverſy gaining ſtrength, and 
ſpreading itſelf abroad by the means of writings 
pro and con, they forbad and drove him from the 
confeſſionary chair, and would admit him no 
more to the holy ſacrament, till he ſhould retract 
his (ſuppoſed) call and commiſſion, and - exhibit 
a public deprecation on that behalf. Nay, almoſt 
the whole city was ſo embroiled about, and in 
ſuch wrath and bitterneſs, againſt him, that he 
went every where in danger of his life. Although 
the preachers, ſome of whom ſeverely ſmarted 
under the judgments of God, as he had predicted 
unto them. beforehand, came afterwards to a bet- 
ter underſtanding with him, and did then no 
more brand him with the figma of hereſy; but 


only 


| 
| 
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only defired of him to confeſs ingenuouſly that he 
had received all his inſtructions concerning God's 
word by the ordinary means of grace; ſuch as by 
reading in the ſcripture, and by hearing of ſer- 
mons : but which he could not comply with, it 
| being contrary to the truth. | | 

So then, becauſe the marvellous work, which 
had thus paſſed upon him, was by the hearers alſo 
no longer regarded as any thing divine; and of 
conſequence his exhortations to repentance were 
no more eſteemed, or embraced, as they had 
heretofore been; th@efore he withdrew from 
thence, and repaired to other places. Where- 
fore, firſt of all, he reſided and ſojourned a while 
at Winſen, near Zell; as alſo at Hamburg; after 
that at Lunenburg, Gluctſtadt, Schleſwig, Oſther- 
leben, Oldenburg; and ſo round again to Brun/- 
wick, and Hamburg ; to Bremen, Embden, Groningen, 
&c. till at laſt he died at Brunſwick. He every 
where ſtudied to maintain an irreproveablelife and 
converſation ; letting no conſiderations reſtrain 
him from faithfully complying with the divine 
charge, by a promulgation and publication, at 
every opportunity, of what had befallen him, to - 
the praiſe of God, and to the rouſing up and 
awakening men unto repentance and amendment 
of life: making it often a memento to himſelf, 
that having one time, on account of the oppoſi- 
tion of ſome gainſayers, held his peace, he was 
afterwards puniſhed with a nine days dumbneſs 
on that account. Moreover, as he was almoſt 
every where under a ſevere perſecution, eſpecially 
from the clergy, ſo as to be obliged to ſhift his 
travels from place to place; therefore alſo did 
God the Lord ſhew more and more wonders upon 
him from time to time; giving him a farther 
ſight 
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ſight of many eſpecial and ſingular viſſons and 
appearances. | 

At the beginning of the new year 1625, he 
had, at Winſen, a VISION CONCERNING THE THREE 
STATES, repreſented to the eyes of his body when 
perfectly awake: and whilſt he was yet there, in 
the very ſame year, under an extatic rapture, he 
received A SIGHT of the NEW HEAVEN and of the 
NEW EARTH, Both of which viſions, and the laſt 
in particular, were interpreted to him by an holy 
angel, as ſoon as ever he was returned to himſelf 
again from the extatic rapture: and as he had by 
a voice been admoniſhed to write down the for- 
mer immediately, he, on account of his loitering, 
received a violent flap on the face. In this year 
alſo a holy angel appeared to him at Hamburg : 
it had, it ſeems, been deſired of him to pen down 
in writing, and then to print, the before- menti- 
oned occurrence and vis io of HEAVEN and HELL. 
Whereupon, having begged of God to reveal 
it to him by an angel, whether he ſhould do this 
or not; a holy angel did actually appear to him 
with expreſs command not to procraſtinate the 
execution of it. Still, upon the Tueſday before 
Whuſuntide, in the fame place, an holy angel ap- 
peared to him, ſignifying to him in God's name, 
that the letter he had firſt deſigned and intended 
to addreſs to O/tmar Elliger's wife in parlicular, 
he ſhould addreſs to a!! mankind likewiſe. And 
a great many more divine appearances and viſions 
had he, from the time of his revival from the dead, 
till about this time: for inſtance, a VISION OF THE 
ANGEL GABRIEL: A VISION OF AN ANGEL in a 
field by night, who preached him a threefold diſ- 
courſe, upon the grace of God, upon faith, and 
upon the croſs; which continued for ſix hours 
ſuc- 
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ſucceſſively : A vision OF THE HOLY ANGELS round 
about the coop, and of the DEvils round about 
the wICKED, in the church at Brunſwick: a vi- 
SION OF THE CITY OF BRUNSWICK, and of the 
PREACHERS, OR MINISTERS: A VISION OF HOLY 
BAPTISM ; and a VISION OF THE BRIDE OF CHRIST; 
both of them in the church at Hinſen: a vision 
AND REVELATION OF THE GREAT MYSTERY OF THE 
HEAVENLY FLESH OF CHRIST: A VISION OF THE 
LAST JUDGMENT, in the chancery at Zell, and 
others beſide. Several years afterwards, he ſaw 
in ſpirit a vtsloy OF THE MOUNTAIN ; Which 
the ſame holy angel, whom he had ſeen in the 
viſion itſelf, expounded to him at his return from 
the extatic rapture. 

To give ſome account and ſpecimen of his 
perſecutions: the then /enier. of the miniſtry at 
Hamburg cauſed him to be taken up in his houſe, 
and to be carried before the burgomaſter, Klan, 
to be committed by him to the houſe of correc- 
tion. But he, upon a fair hearing of the cauſe 
himſelf, ſet him at liberty again. Thus alſo did 
the clergy often dreadfully calumniate, perſecute, 
and inſtigate the civil magiſtrate to put him 
into hold; not at Hamburg only, but alſo at 
Brunſwick, Lunenburg, Schleſwig, Oſcherſleben, and 
in other places. The preachers alſo gave out, 
whether he was not one of the clan of new up- 
ſtart prophets, againſt whom the threefold mini- 
{try of Lubeck, Hamburg, and Lunenburg, had writ- 
ten; with deſign of being thereby ſure to fix a 
brand of odium upon his perſon. At Gluckſtadt, 
he was examined by the clergy in preſence of his 
majeſty the king of Denmark, and of many other 
gentlemen of conſiderable eminence: and al- 


though nothing of any crime or miſdemeanor was 
found 
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found chargeable upon him; yet the clergy per- 
fiſt-4 in their ſolicitations of the king ſo long, 
that his majeſty at laſt yielded to have him had 
out of the city under a guard of ſoldiers. By 
which occaſion, JouN ENGELBRECHT predicted 
the judgments of God upon his majeſty's gover- 
nor of the city, by whoſe order he was had out of 
it; with theſe words, „The man, who now orders 
« me to be had out of the city by ſunſhine, ſhall 
« himſelf, ere long, be forced to quit it by night.” 
Which was accompliſhed accordingly, not a great 
while after. For, the governor's lady, the natural 
daughter of king Chriſtian the IVth, having taxed 
him with adultery to his face, and he giving her 
a box of the ear upon it, ſhe diſcharged a piſtol 
at him, and immediately took her flight upon it 
to Cpenbagen; where ſhe had ſuch influence and 
aſcendancy as to procure a royal mandate, to have 
her conſort's perſon arreſted, and brought before 
the king. In conſequence whereof, he was dragged 
forth by night, and entirely diveſted of all his 
poſts and dignities. Which had alſo ſuch an 
effect upon his mind, as to render him half a mad- 
man: and amongſt the villages, after that time, 
he went about begging the bread he was to ſatisfy 
his hunger with, of the poor peaſants and coun- 
try-people; as we have this ſtory recorded by 
Godfrey Arnold in his church and heretic hiftory. 
In the ſame manner were the clergy at Oldenburg 
intent upon forging all ſorts of accuſations, and 
fixing them upon Joun ExGELBRECHr. But where- 
as, at his own inſtance, the miniſters conferred 
with him, in preſence of his excellency the count, 
and his council; they were themſelves obliged to 
declare him to be innocent. Wo af ts 
During the time when that, which has been 
H before- 


© 
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before-mentioned, paſſed with him at Glucadt, 


he was again for ſeveral weeks ſuſtained by God 
in a ſupernatural manner, without eating and 
drinking; having acquainted the people before- 
hand, how this was, according -to a holy angel's 
intimation, to continue for ſeveral days longer. 
Moreover he was in this ſituation endowed with 
ſo great and divine a vigour and vivacity, that, to 


aſtoniſhment, he ſpoke all day long from the word 


of God to many perſons. Alſo, on his way from 
Hamburg back again to his own habitation, hav- 
ing on the road had a great deal taken away from 
him by ſome troopers, whom on that account he 
had reproached with the name of robbers; they 
would indeed, in a ferment of malice and reſent- 
ment, have rode over him with their ſwords drawn 
in their hands, and have even cleft his head aſun- 
der; but they never wounded him for all that. 
They broke a lance to pieces upon his head; but 
which he neither felt, nor received any wound, or 
contuſion from. Neither would the piſtols go 
off, nor the horſes ſtir a foot from the ſpot at the 
time when they intended to have rode over, and 
to have ſhot him. And thus was he, by the mar- 
vellous hand of God, protected from. all outrage 
and violence. | 

Under ſuch circumſtances then he came, in 
1631, back again to Brunſwick. And although he 
had purpoſed within himſelf no more to deſire to 
have the holy ſacrament, that had ſo often been 


_ refuſed him hitherto, adminiſtered to him by any 
of the clergy; (foraſmuch as the being deprived 


thereof has nothing bf any condemnatory nature 
and effect in it, and he received it every day ſpi- 
ritually ; nay, God did ance cauſe it to be put into 
his very mouth by an holy angel ;) therefore, _ 

c 
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he was agitating theſe things within his own mind 
in a human way, an holy angel appeared to him; 
telling him ſtill to proceed with urging his re- 
queſt on this behalf upon the miniſters at Brun 
wick, ſo long until they ſhould refuſe it him abſo- 
lutely and peremptorily. On this account, there- 
tore, he did, after his return home again, ſue for 
it at their hands. Moreover, upon the miniſters 
peremptory and inflexible refuſal, he, June 16rh, 
preſented a petition on that behalf to a worſhip- 
iul ſenator, or counſellor in the ſpiritual court, or 
conſiſtory; humbly praying, that the reverend 
miniſters in the city of Brunſwick might however 
admit him to a participation of the holy commu- 
nion, or ſupper of the Lord. In conſequence of 
which, the miniſters had it propoſed to them, to 
enter upon ſuch meaſures, and to take ſuch ſteps, 
whereby the errors charged upon him might be 
removed. But upon the ſuperintendant's having, 
on the 17th of Auguſt, in conference, propoſed it 
to the reſt of the miniſters: to convoke a ſpecial 
meeting to that end; the reſult of their anſwer 
was this, He is incorrigible. Notwithſtanding 
which, the ſuperintendant did draw up the ſup- 
poſed errors, and read them to the confiſtory ; 
which Joux ENnGetzrEcnT, after having been 
ſummoned there to appear, refured upon the ſpot, 
by word of mouth; and afterwards, on the 24th 
of Auguſt, in writing likewiſe. Yet was it all of 
no avail: no, no! for nothing elſe would do, but 
recant he muſt ſuch and ſuch errors. Wherefore, 
on the 3d of Seplember, he delivered in an explana- 
tory writing; wherein all he does is, to own him- 
ſelf to be a ſinner; and therefore, that if he, 
through ignorance or. inadvertency, might have 
ſpoken, or written any thing contrary to the word 
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| of God, that this he doth, in ſuch a caſe, recant. 
it | Moreover, becauſe the miniſters, ſuppoſing he 
f I were to go to the Lord's ſupper, inſiſted upon 
3 | their making public mention of him from the 
| pulpit, and were not ſatisfied with the ſecond ex- 
| || planation of his, which had been delivered in up- 
|| on the 14th of Sept. concerning what way this 
11 ſhould after all be done in; and he himfelf could 
1 by no means approve the prefcribed form they 
had drawn up for him; therefore was he not even 
ſo admitted to the Lord's ſu per after all. As he 
then, in 1638, is often ſtill none before the 
conſiſtory; and, in an epiſtle addreſſed to the 
Rev. SHyndic, Dr. Fobn Kammann, dated the 6th of 
October this year, he ſtill further explains himſelf 
on this head: in which writing he, amongſt other 
things, makes mention, how that the /uperintendant 
and coadjutor, having, at the worſhipful counſellor's 
inſtance, taiked with him on ſeveral occaſions for 
a long time together, had found him perfectly 
ſound and orthodox in the faith. 
[ In the year 1634, the Lord Chriſt did there 
At appear to him in great glory, attended by twelve 
{| holy angels; who ſhewed him his holy five 
| wounds: and as he happened to be juſt at that 
time in great poverty and pinching hunger, for- 
aſmuch as he had but a very ſcanty portion indeed 
to live upon at Brun/wick; he gave him a dollar 
of the place, being about a ſhilling value: and he 
talked with him turther concerning his own per- 
ſon, (viz. J. E.'s,) how that he ſhould be yet able 
to do here what he had a mind to do. After- 
wards, in 1636, he, at Brunſtwicł, twice more lived 
a conſiderable time in a ſupernatural manner 
without victuals and drink, by means of a mira- 
culous Poe of God: the firſt time, at the begin- 
| ning, 
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ning, for above a fortnight, viz. from M hiſſuntide 
to Sr. John's day; and having then eaten ſome- 
thing for two days, it ſtill continued for more 
than a fortnighc, nay, until the eighteenth day 
afterwards: but the ſecond time was when he was 
obliged to keep himſelf cloſe and retired, from 
Michaelmas-tide to Martir's-tide ; having for the 
ſpace of fix weeks eaten and drank nothing, ex- 
cepting for three days only ; which was alſo during 
the firſt three weeks. During this firſt miracu- 
lous faſt, when he was obliged to keep himſelf cloſe 
and retired in his chamber, he there tranſcribed 
a good deal out of Matthew Weyer's excellent 
little tract, which he greatly praiſes. But to- 
wards the cloſe of the laſt, upon the gth of No- 
vember, a divine letter, by way of an anſwer to 
another from his friend, was by an holy angel re- 
vealed and dictated to him, viz. how we are io aſk 
any thing of God in the New Teſtament : which an- 
gel did, amongſt other things, converſe a good 
deal farther with him concerning theſe ſorrowful 
and calamitous times, intended for conſolation to 
the afflicted. 

In the 1639gth year, we find him come again 
from Brunſwick to Hamburg. And as he, upon 
the 20th of Sep/ember, was on the way from that 
place to Wede!, God vouchſated him, in the field, 
the fight of a yer farther ſingular and extraordi- 
nary angelical vifion and revelation; which was 
withal corroborated and confirmed by a three 
weeks faſt enjoined upon him. But that it might 
no more be poſſible to be ſaid, that he had a way 
of cating and drinking clandeſtinely ; he, upon 
the 27th day of the month, ſurrendered himſelf 
up to be cloſely confined under lock and key, in 
a room that was in the houſe of correction. at 


Hamburg: 
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Hamburg: and there, for the laſt nine days, upon 
a ſecond appearance of the fame angel to him, he 
was enjoined to drink water. During this mira- 
culous faſting, he not only retained all his powers 
and faculties in full vigour and perfection; but 
alſo all this time through, experienced ſtill grea- 
ter ſtrength and vivacity than he had done before; 
having exhorted all, who came into the houſe of 
correction to him, unto true repentance and con- 
verſion, with great zeal and fervency of ſpirit, 
and directed them ⁊0 i and alone to Chriſt. 
Having got his diſcharge, he farther this 
year addrefled and preſented a letter to the Rev. 
Nicholas Hartkopf, the then ſenior of the miniſters 
at Hamburg; attending it with a copy of the delle. 
in verſe, that had been juſt printed: wherein he 
folicits to undergo an examination by him. From 
whom, however, he received but rough treatment 
in conſequence of it. For whilſt they were in 
converſation together, the /enior meaning to ſtrike 
him a blow with a bunch of keys he then had in 
his hand; the chain they were upon breaking in 
two, he had no other means left but ro beat him 
upon the head with his bare hands. No leſs did 
the whole company of miniſters perſecute and 
vilify him; neither was he able by any ways or 
means to compaſs ſo much favour for himſelf as 
to procure a right audience on this head, in pre- 
ſence of ſeveral gentlemen of the ſenate. Nei- 
ther was any other anſwer returned him to the 
letter he had preſented to the eur, farther than 
that licentiate Miller, one of the preachers, told 
him in his houſe, that“ they had not the gift of 
diſcernment.” This man, in O#oher 1640, wrote 
to the then Brunſwick coadjulor, Dr. James Wel— 


ler, in — to Johx ENGELBRECHT'S having 
made 
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made his appeal to the board of miniſters there: 
in anſwer to which, 1t 1s very probable, that the 
other ſent him all that had been depoſited in the 
miniſters eccleſiaſtical archives and library, reſ- 
pecting the tranſactions with him; for now no- 
thing more of them is to be met with there. 

Now Joux ExGtLBRECHT, having, beyond all 
doubt, been gone off before from Hamburg, reſided 
a while at Bremen, Embden, Groningen, and the 
parts adjacent. For at Groningen it was, that he, in 
O#ober, 1640, had written THE VISION CONCERN= 
ING THE NEW HEAVEN and the NEW EARTH; and 
then, at Embden, in December, the ſame year, THE 
VISION CONCERNING THE THREE STATES, Within 
the ſpace of three days: alſo THE VISION CON= 
CERNING THE MOUNTAIN (OF SALVATION) at 
Loppereſſen, in the territory of Groningen, 1n Fan. 
1641; the two former of which he did twice over. 
Moreover from Bremen he diſpatched a letter to 
Popke Popkes, dated May the 3d, 1641. In which 
places he was alſo contradicted and attacked by 
the majority of the clergy. At Embden, an inter- 
dict was iſſued forth to forbid him the city, and 
his hoſt to entertain him there any longer. In 
Groxingen he had much debate with the miniſters 
upon the topic of gLEcTION. On which very ac- 
count alſo he had been in no extraordinary degree 
of repute with ſeveral of the miniſters at Bremen : 
although Dr. Bergius, and others with him, were 
ſor the UNIVERSAL GRACE. Thus was another 
viſion alſo ſhewed him, in 1640, upon Aſcenſion- 
day. 

£ Being at laſt returned back and home again 
to Brunſwick, and indeed (as is credible) in the 
year 1641; this imple, God-taught, and genuinely 
ptous man, ſoftly and happily departed this life 
there 
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there in his own houſe, being in February the year 
following; having, in reſpect to his foul, been 
tranſlated and tranſplanted into the - glories of 
heaven: but, as to his dead body, having, upon 
the 20th of the ſame month, been buried in St. 
Caibarines church-yard, near the wall towards 
the ſtreet : which the church book atteſts in the 
following words: © In the year 1642, upon the 
« 20th of February, was Hans (JohN) ENGEL- 
«© BRECHT interred with ten pair of ſcholars, and 
* no tolling of the bell; neither was there any 
tt collect ſung: the reaſon was, becauſe he died in 
e his (to him unjuſtly aſcribed) error, and was never 
* reconciled to the body of miniſters : his friends 
« did however, with much ado, prevail ſo far 
& afterwards, as to get a ſingle bell tolled for him, 
« and eight pair of ſcholars more added to the 
as - ; | 


N. B. Peter Poiret, in his Myſtic Library, 
1698, under the article JohN EnGeLBRECHT, has 
theſe words: | 

te It were much to be wiſhed, that the works 
* of this man might come out in various lan- 
«« guages; for few there are now in the world, 
* who, like him, deſerve to be called the mouth 


© of the Lord.” 


END OF THE INTRODUCTION. 
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